
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Grace United Church 
January 29, 2023, 10:30am 

 
Today’s Worship 

God Gathers Us with Grace 
Prelude 

Welcome & Announcements 

Acknowledgement of the Land 

We acknowledge with respect the history that we stand on the ancestral land of the Huron, 

Anishinaabe, and Chippewa Indigenous nations. For 5000 years it was traditional fishing and 

hunting ground. Through the Huron Tract Treaty of 1827, it was ceded to early settlers. We will 

do our best to uphold the promise to take care of the land, and to live in respect and 

understanding with our indigenous brothers and sisters. 

Let us prepare our hearts and our minds for worship, recognizing that Christ hears our prayers 

and knows what is on our hearts. 

Prelude  

Lighting the Christ Candle 

We light the Christ candle to symbolize the presence of Christ’s Spirit,  

alive within us, this day and every day. 

We give thanks for the light of Christ. Amen.  

 

Call to Worship  

Confirmation Class Students bring up each item and place it on the table.  

 

1- one person brings up a Bible: 



The Bible Words of God’s power, words of God’s healing, words of God’s love—powerful, 

poetic, eloquent words that are woven into meaningful sermons to guide our lives. 

2- one person brings up a Cross: 

The cross symbolizes a meaningful reminder of God's love, the hope we have in Jesus 

Christ as well as His sacrifice for us. We believe in Jesus is only our saviour and faith in 

Jesus Christ and follow his way.  

3- one person brings up a Hymn book: 

We love to sing the words and lyrics to traditional, classic Christian hymns. These songs 

of praise and worship deepen our understanding and strengthen our faith. 

4- one person brings up a sign of Grace church: 

We called by God to work together in this community of faith. We are a very welcoming 

church. We pass the peace, greet each other with warmth and caring, pray for each 

other, celebrate joys together and lend support when needed. We promise in faith and 

obedience to Christ to share this ministry, supporting one another in love and, through 

your unity of spirit, inspiring all God’s people here in their common ministry for Christ.  

5- one person brings up a sign of Rainbow: 

The United Church of Canada engaged in spirituality, justice and creativity informed by 

Jesus Christ and the Bible, and discerning the call of the Trinity as we celebrate diversity, 

inclusivity and abundant life. Our Rainbow Flag has long been a symbol of LGBTQ+ Pride 

reflecting the diversity of sexual orientations and gender identities. We are the rainbow 

people of God; we are loved and valued as one big family. 

 

Opening prayer: 

Almighty and gracious God, it is a privilege to worship you this day in this community of 

Grace United Church. May our praise be joyful, may our hearts be turned toward you, and may 

our souls be quenched with the waters of your Word. We give you all glory and praise and 

gratitude this day and forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn: VU 395 “Come In, Come In and Sit Down” 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Forgiving God, we give you thanks for your unconditional love and ask that you enable us to 

love each other unconditionally, too. Forgive us for not always answering when others ask, 

“Who do you say that I am?” Forgive us for ignoring those in our midst who are different from 

ourselves in age, race, gender, sexual orientation, education level, and economic status. 

Forgive us for the times we so easily conform to the language and actions of this world. Forgive 

us for taking the easy way out with texts, emails, or Facebook, instead of confronting each 



other face to face. Forgive us, God, and make us whole again. In the name of the One who 

came to save us, we pray… 

…silence is kept… 

Words of Affirmation 

Friends, hear and believe the good news! Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation;  
our old lives are gone and our new lives have already begun.  
Know that we are all forgiven and be at peace.  
 
we pray together the words Jesus taught us: 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

A special welcome to the children at this time, please come over front seat. Also I invite anyone 

to come forward who has a young heart.   

 

Children’s Time: Carol & Students 

Hymn: VU 343 “I love to tell the story”  

Listen to the Word of God 

Scripture Reading: New International Reader's Version 

2 Timothy 1:1-7  

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in 

Christ Jesus, 
2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I 

remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you 

so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in 

your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this 

reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 

hands; 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love 



and of self-discipline. 

 

The Living Word, I listen with my heart, my mind and my spirit.  

Thanks be to God. 

Reflection            “A Heritage of Faith”                                       Rev. Young Seo 

Ministry of Music               

Responding to God’s Word 

The Gift of our Offering  

Hymn:  VU 549 “For all your goodness, God” 

Offering Prayer:  

God of love and life, we thank you for your son and our Lord Jesus Christ who set a model for 

us by humbly submitting himself to your will. Help our youth leaders to use their creativity, 

wisdom and strength to serve you by serving the humanity. Enable them to lead a Christ 

Centered and justice-oriented life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 

in unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Prayers of the People  

Sending Us in God’s Love 

Hymn: VU 337 “Blessed assurance” 

Benediction 

Now may you go from this place in peace, knowing we are all new creations in Christ.  

May you go from this place in joy, knowing we are free to serve the kingdom of God. 

May you go from this place in love, reminded that nothing you have done or will ever do will e

ver separate you from the love of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Go out and serve God’s people with energy and imagination! Amen.  

Choral Response:  ‘Go now in peace’ 

Go now in peace. Never be afraid. God will go with you each hour of every day. Go now in 

faith, steadfast, strong and true. Know He will guide you in all you do. Go now in love, and 

show you believe. Reach out to others so all the world can see. God will be there watching 

from above. Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Postlude  


