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Together We Pray:  

In Our Differences, Unite Us 

 
  We thank you for the many colours, cultures, 

and customs 
that we share in this world. 

In our differences, unite us by your love. 
Enable us to act together to uphold life 

and to make this world a just and peaceful 
household 

for all humanity. 
Today we ask you: 

O God, hear our prayer and grant us your peace.  

 
 
 

At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that “they may be one so 
that the world may believe” (see John 17.21). Hearts are touched and Christians come together to pray 
for their unity. Congregations and parishes all over the world exchange preachers or arrange special 
ecumenical celebrations and prayer services. The event that touches off this special experience is the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  

The traditional date for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is January 18-25. The octave (eight days) 
has been celebrated continuously since 1894, but was a dream of many Christian leaders since the 
early years of the 19th century.   

The 2024 theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WPCU), chosen by an ecumenical team from 
Burkina Faso with the facilitation of the local Chemin Neuf Community (CCN), is “You shall love the 
Lord your God … and your neighbour as yourself”. 

Based on Luke 10:27, the international theme and materials call Christians to act like Christ in loving 
like the Good Samaritan, showing mercy and compassion to those in need, regardless of their religious, 
ethnic, or social identity. 

To learn more about the theme and use the resources go the website:  

https://www.weekofprayer.ca/week-prayer-christian-unity 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaDs7gAUyvnCwrIz3gLS6VA
https://www.facebook.com/Grace-United-Tavistock-116614302166803/
https://www.graceunitedtavistock.com/
https://www.instagram.com/graceunitedchurchtavistock/?igshid=djBrN2kyMzhkOXZp&utm_source=qr
https://www.weekofprayer.ca/week-prayer-christian-unity


Rev Marg won’t be with us for the month of Jan but will continue to act as our Pastoral 

Charge supervisor. Kathleen Welch from Hebron United Church will cover emergency 

pastoral care for Jan until Rev Marg is back in Feb. Please contact Kathleen at (519) 

535 9220.  

Upcoming Services and Dates 

Jan. 21st: 10:30 am Worship Service led by Teresa Coulthard. 
Sunday School. All are welcome to stay for a light snack, 
refreshments and social time in Zion Hall following worship.  

Jan. 24th: 10:00 - 11:30 am Sit n’ Knit, Stay n’ Crochet 

Jan. 25th: 12:00 pm Zoom Staff Meeting 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Jan. 28th: 10:30 am Service led by Rev Mary Fletcher. Sunday School. All are welcome to 
stay for a light snack, refreshments and social time in Zion Hall following worship.  

 1:00 pm Movie Afternoon 

Feb. 1st: 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Feb. 4th: 10:30 am Worship Service led by Rev. Marg.  
 

All dates and events can be found on our website calendar as well.  

Link to the  calendar:  GraceUC Calendar 

Services will be recorded and can be found on our You Tube Channel usually later Sunday. 

Link to Grace United Tavistock You Tube 

Contact us 
Rev Marg Smith   cell 289 926 0707       margsmith@rogers.com  

Carol Young      cell 519-301-1356 tavigraceyouth@gmail.com 
Office    519 655 2151    graceunitedtavistock@gmail.com   

E-transfer donation email  gracetavistockdonation@rogers.com 
 

Office Hours (please call ahead for an appointment) 
Rev. Marg Smith, Thursdays  9:30 - 3:30 pm 

Katherine  Brenneman, Thursdays 9:30 - 2:00 pm 
 

 

We need your help! Thank you to all the volunteers who make our 
worship service run smoothly on Sunday mornings. There are 
many volunteer jobs that so many help out with!  

Our list of ushers and offering counters is in need of more 
volunteers. The schedule is posted on the table by the office. If 
you are able to help out please sign your name to the open spots.  

https://www.graceunitedtavistock.com/calendar.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaDs7gAUyvnCwrIz3gLS6VA


Do you have a prayer request?  

“In all things let your requests be known to God in prayer.” (Philippians 4:6) 

Grace has a group of wonderful and dedicated people that form a prayer chain.  If you, or anyone 

you know is in need of prayer, please reach out to the chair of Grace PCO, Bev Neeb 519 655-2695, 

or Rev Marg Smith 289 926 0707 and we will begin praying for you. 

 pray for Brenda Mohr as she copes with health issues. 

 pray for Keith Weitzel as he deals with health issues.   

 pray for Marg Pletsch as she deals with health issues.   

 pray for Ron Rudy as he deals with health issues.   

 pray for Ken Brenneman as he deals with health issues.   

 pray for Mary Mitchell, a friend of Rev Marg’s, as she deals with health issues. 

 pray for Dave and Shirley Wilhelm as Dave recuperates at home from heart surgery.  

 

Nursing Home Worship Services. The ministerial is once again offering Nursing Home 
Worship Services. Service times are People Care 2:15 pm and The Maples 
Nursing Home 3:15 pm. Grace is responsible for providing services on: 

• Feb 11th  DATE CHANGE 
• April 21st   
• June 23rd 

We are asking that committees or groups sign up to provide these worship 
services. Please let Katherine know if your committee/group can help.  

The United Church Bookstore: Lenten Study 2024 
The new Lenten devotional Act/Fast: Spiritual Practices for a Climate in Crisis, invites us to deepen our 

love for Creation and take action or fast for a climate in 
crisis. It also includes a study guide to help you dive 
deeper as individuals or within a group.  
Act/Fast is also the featured book for the 2024 Lenten 
Study. Join us on Tuesdays from February 20 to March 
26, 2024, to expand your love for God, deepen your 
connection to Creation, and strengthen your hope for 
God’s dream realized.   
Bonus: Study groups can save big! Purchase five or more 
softcover copies of Act/Fast and save 20% off at 
checkout. Plus, orders of $100 or more also qualify for 
free shipping; just add promo code: FREESHIPPING at 
checkout.  

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=31b4b65836&e=1e3ea96d49
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=d0cca5a8eb&e=1e3ea96d49
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=d0cca5a8eb&e=1e3ea96d49


Movie Afternoon Recognizing February's Black History Month 
January 28, 1 pm, Knox Parlour   

Hidden Figures  
2016  Drama/History  2h 7m  

As the United States raced against Russia to put a man in 
space, NASA found untapped talent in a group of African-
American female mathematicians that served as the brains be-
hind one of the greatest operations in U.S. history. Based on the 
unbelievably true life stories of three of these women, known as 
"human computers", we follow these women as they quickly rose the ranks of NASA alongside many of 
history's greatest minds specifically tasked with calculating the momentous launch of astronaut John 
Glenn into orbit, and guaranteeing his safe return. Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, and Katherine Go-
bels Johnson crossed all gender, race, and professional lines while their brilliance and desire to dream 
big, beyond anything ever accomplished before by the human race, firmly cemented them in U.S. histo-
ry as true American heroes.  

Link for tickets: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/toward-peace-in-gaza-and-israel-a-stratford-lecture-tickets-785809997857 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/toward-peace-in-gaza-and-israel-a-stratford-lecture-tickets-785809997857


Take a Walk on the Wild Side on the “Coldest Night of the Year”!                                          

Hi everyone. Once again we have decided to put a team together from Grace to support the "Coldest Night of 

the Year" initiative to combat homelessness in our area. We are the "Graceful Walkers" and we invite you to 

join or support us on February 24. 

CNOY is a winterrific family-friendly walk to raise money for Shelterlink Youth Services and Stratford 

Connection Centre, two charities who serve people experiencing hurt, hunger, and homelessness. By walking 

in the cold, we feel a hint of the challenge faced by those experiencing homelessness during the winter. By 

fundraising, we'll be contributing much-needed money to these charities that are bringing hope and help to 

people who need support. We will be joining tens of thousands of Canadians who participate in this 

endeavour every year. Since 2011, the Coldest Night of the Year 

has raised over $96,000,000 across Canada in 166 communities 

– 100% of net proceeds stay local to support our CNOY charity 

partners.  

So come and join us on our walk on February 24 or support us 

with a contribution. For more information log onto our team 

page: 

Coldest Night of the Year - Graceful Walkers 

or https://cnoy.org  and look under "Stratford" for our team. 

I have attached a picture of our team from last year. One is 

already returning he says because of the "wonderful free soup"! 

Submitted by Paul Bartlett 

https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=1009024&langPref=en-CA
https://cnoy.org

